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Annual Meeting & Election
Friday, January 18 at 7:00 PM

Guest Speaker- Keith Mullin, W.C.O.

East Bradford Township Building
666 Copeland School Road
West Chester, PA 19380

Please join us for our annual meeting and election on Friday, January 15th. Up for election
are President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and seven Executive Committee seats and
three Junior Executive Committee seats. Any member or junior member interested in running
should contact our Vice President Dave Heller at 610
the ballot.

Our guest speaker for the evening will be our local Pennsylvania Game Commission Wildlife
Conservation Officer, Keith Mullin. Keith will be a familiar face to anyone who has taken our
hunter safety course and will know what a great job he does with the course.

In 2008, the Pennsylvania Game Commission established a ten year Ring
Plan. This plan calls for the return of wild pheasant hunting in Pennsylvania through the
establishment of 1,000,000 acres of Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas (WPRAs), in 15,000 acre
tracts. Wild pheasants will be trapped in states with naturally reproducing populations and
transplanted to the WPRAs in Pennsylvania. Keith Mullin will speak about this program and
what it will mean to pheasant hunting in Pennsylvania in the future. The entire 118 page
-line at the PA Game Commission website.
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1. Avall ey Creeko by Richard Bollinger. F r a s8F5Valper
2. Weber Gas Grille - $300 Value

3. 100 Hand Tied Flies donated by Frank Swarner Il - $200

4 . St . Cr oi x-LighbRo®, Getus Reeli& &t. Croix Sweatshirt, French Creek Outfitters

5. Colebrook Manor Veterinarian. Pet supply basket. - $125

6. Schrade Ducks Unlimited Commemorative Stag Horn Handle Sheath Knife - $125

7. Framed, 2009 East Gapes8rdger d Mmryi Btar bfar a -J$lB5 son
8. Wader & Gear Bag donated by Dave Heller - $90.00

9. Gift Certificates - $100

10. Gift Certificates - $100
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to mail printed copies.

Please send an email to
wcfgwa@comcast.net with your
name and current email
address. Also, please keep us
informed of any changes to
your email address.
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Treasurer 6s

By Bernie McGovern

bank with no access and the inability to place equipment in the stream?

Financial Status as of
December 1, 2009

Income YTD $23,906
Expenses YTD $23,511
Checking $2,910
CD Savings $17,653
Savings $3,754
Life Savings $5,135
Grant Savings $1,544

WCEG&WA Officers

2009 -2010
President & Glade Squires
Vice President 8 Dave Heller
Secretary & Gary Dunn
Treasurer 0 Bernie McGovern

Exec. Committee 2008 -09

Mike Colley, Matt Estberg,
John Johnson, Jeff Stout,
Fletcher Swanson, James
Tuerk

Exec. Committee 2009 -10

Debbie Athens, Tim Buzzelli,
Anthony Buzzelli, Steve
Estberg, Jim Harrison, Jenny
Hartley, Andy Madsen, Allen
ABucko Pl ank,

AProtect Our Wa

Turn In A Poacher
Or Litterer

Call W.C.O.
Bob Bonney

610 -637 -6398

Br

Answer:  You build it one rock at a time!

And that is exactly what a hard working and dedicated group of over 25 volunteers did on two
Saturdays this Fall/l Thanks to a great
the front end loader, WCO Bob Bonney providing traffic control, Tyler Neimond & Keith Beamer
of PA Fish & Boat and the leadership of Steve Estberg and Andy Madsen, three new deflectors
were built this year. Bucket brigade lines were run across the stream and pieces of limestone,
some weighing well over 25 pounds, were handed from person to person. With 22 tons of
limestone moved and placed each day, that amounts to roughly one ton of rock moved per
person. What was even more impressive was that the 22 tons was moved in under four hours.
Our sincere thanks to all that turned out and helped improve another section of our stream.

Our accomplishments for 2009 were many and included:

Over $8,000 worth of improvements to the nursery.

Record number of trout raised and stocked.

Four Rodeos with over 400 children in attendance.

Record number of first  -time hunters attended our Hunter Safety Course.

Eagle Scout project completed at the Nature Area by Josh Case, Troop 52 Marshallton.
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We also remove litter along the roads that border West Valley Creek as well as removing litter
along and in the stream. This year, we met that objective and exceeded it as the headwaters
of our stream were cleaned up all the way into and past the Exton Mall.

Our youth programs provided four fishing days and hosted nearly 400 children and their
parents.  Smart Angler programs, courtesy of volunteers from the PA Fish & Boat
Commission , were conducted at several of these events.

Lastly, our annual Hunter Safety Course saw a record number of first
2009. We also have two new certified Hunter Safety Instructors, Mike Patterson and yours
truly.

The credit goes to our dedicated members and volunteers as well as to Paradise Farm Camp
for their support. None of this would have been accomplishes without them. Thank You All!

2009 Rodeosy Dave Heller

We had a very successful rodeo season, attracting an average 100 young fishermen and
women at each of our events. The last four years has shown steady growth in the number of
participants and their level of interest in fishing. West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife
Association would like to give special thanks to David Filano and WaWa for their support in
supplying the food and drinks for all of our rodeos. David has done this for several years
I ¢ vaithopt ibaing regognized for his contribution and deserves credit for making these events first
class. We salute David for his involvement in giving our local kids a chance to enjoy the great

e PLWQO{/ eg(r%)erience that we offer.

Nursery Reportoy Mike Colley

Our trout arrived in October and we received more than our share of Rainbows. After
transferring 500 to the Brookie and Browns?d
found out that Delco Anglers were hit with a fast moving disease and lost all of their Rainbows
earlier in the month and 1,200 were given to them to relieve our overcrowding.

Due to an initial outbreak of disease that was quickly brought under control by the PA Fish &
Boat Commission biologists, we lost 129 Rainbows, 14 Brookies, 3 Browns and 1 Palomino.
Since then, only a few trout have been lost. Overall, water flow has been very good and we
avoided pumping any water from the stream to supplant flow into the nursery.

Thanks to all the feeders that take time from their regular schedules to keep the trout well fed!
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West Valley Nature Area Renamed

On October 24th, we renamed the West
Valley Nature Area the M. John Johnson
Nature Center. Combined with this was
the dedication of a new sign that is
identical to the one at our Nursery.
Naming the area after John Johnson was a
tribute to his 20 years of leadership as
President of our organization and to
recognize him for his vision and efforts to
create the Nature Area. Changing the
name to Nature Center from Nature Area
holds special meaning. We see a Nature
Center as a place where people come to
experience nature and more importantly,
to learn about nature. This is in keeping
with Johnés drive and
not just appreciate nature, but we strive to
learn more about it. In turn, as our
knowledge grows, so does our drive to
protect it.

At the dedication, John was further
honored by State Representative Barbara
Mcllvain Smith and State Representative
Chris Ross who presented John with a
Citation from the Pennsylvania House of
Representatives.  Mr. Martin Indars on
behalf of State Senator Andrew Dinniman
presented John with a Citation from the
Pennsylvania Senate. East Bradford Township was represented by Township Supervisors Vincent M. Pompo, Esq. and John D. Snook

along with Peter W. Orr, Chairman of Parks & Recreation. PECO who owns the land and graciously leases it to us was represent ed by
Greg Cary.

In 1993, a significant section of West Valley Creek became closed to fishing and hunting by the landowner. Concurrently, thi S same
landowner attempted to lease an adjacent section of property from PECO that would have closed off the lower section of West V alley
Creek completely. As John Johnson became involved in this issue, he soon realized that unless areas of land are protected an d

preserved as open space, they could become closed forever not only for sportsmen but for those that just want to spend time
outdoors enjoying nature.

The current site of our Nature Center in 1993, was, as it is today, owned by PECO. At that time, it was being leased to an i ndi vidual
that boarded and raised horses on the property. Johnodés vision fvedand
open to the public. Through his efforts, in 1996 the land was placed under easement with the Brandywine Conservancy and leas ed
to West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife Association for $1.00 per year. John also focused his sights again on the bigger pictu re and
managed to lease an adjacent 40 acres of land that sat between the Nature Area and the Brandywine. This provided access from

the Nature Area to and along the Brandywine, enhancing what the Nature Area would have to offer. After leasing these 40 acre s for

several years, East Bradford Township purchased this tract and added it to their growing area of open space in the township.

Once all agreements were in place, the real work started, the cleanup of the property. Volunteers from our organization prov ided
the labor as thousands of yards of barbed wire and fencing in place for the horses was removed. Discarded items and litter w ere
collected and filled a commercial size dumpster to overflowing. And the most challenging item, a rusted out truck body was

removed. A parking area was created and appropriate trails carved for access while other areas were allowed to grow back.

As the name changes to Nature Center from Nature Area, West Chester Fish Game & Wildlife Association now takes on a greater

commitment to this property, to the public and to John Johnson in that we will now find ways to enhance the educational value of
this area. Plans are underway for Eagle Scout projects that will add educational features to the Nature Center. Also, the o Id sign will
be replaced with a kiosk of educational items that will add value to our visitors and their outdoor experience.

One can be certain that the hundreds if not thousands of people that traveled Rt. 322 between West Chester and Downingtown sa w
this piece of property and looked at it for what it was being used for or as an eyesore. It took true vision to see beyond w hat it was
in 1993 and what it could become through the cooperation of a corporation, a township, non -profit organizations and individuals.

John Johnson had that vision and because of it, this tract of land is preserved, a home to local wildlife and an area where t he public

can spend time in and with nature. It is only fitting that it bear his name.

If you have not had the chance lately to walk the trails of the Nature Center, please make time to do this soon. As you walk a few
short yards away from the parking lot, you will immediately realize the value of this property and the vision that it took to protect
and preserve it. Maps of the property are available at the Nature Center.
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