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Madsen Receives 
PGC Award 

 Andy Madsen received the  

Outstanding Instructor Award from the 

Pennsylvania Game Commission. The 

award was presented by WCO Keith Mul-

len. 

 Thanks to Andy and the many vol-

unteer Hunter-Trapper Education Instruc-

tors like him, 38,671 students received their Basic Hunter-Trapper Education certifica-

tion in Pennsylvania last year. 

 Pennsylvania has conducted Hunter-Trapper Education courses since 

1959.  For more information on becoming a Hunter-Trapper Education Instructor, go 

to www.pgc.pa.gov or call the Pennsylvania Game Commission's Hunter-Trapper Edu-

cation Division at 717-787-7015. 

Andy Madsen (left) with Keith Mullen 

Stretch of French Creek  

and  

East Brandywine Creek  

Reopened for Trout Stocking 
 
 WCO Bob Bonney reports that the stretch of French Creek from the covered 

bridge at Hollow Road down to the steel bridge on Hoffecker Road reopened for trout 

stockings.  

 

 Thanks to Bonney's considerable efforts speaking with the property owners 

who live by the creek, the fishing public may now fish along this stretch of French 

Creek. There are, however, caveats:  

No littering. If you see something, please pick it up or if you see someone 

leaving litter, please call WCO Bonney at 610-637-6398. 

Treat both the property and the property owner with the respect they deserve.  

 The East Brandywine Creek at Park Road down to Burgess Park has also been 

reopened. 

  

 Thank you, WCO Bonney! 

http://www.pgc.pa.gov
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Treasurer’s Report  

By Bernie McGovern 

Financial Status as of 

April 2016 

Income YTD   $1,711 

Expenses YTD  $690 

Checking    $12,278 

CD Savings  $12,552 

Savings     $5.696 

Life Savings  $8,180 

WCFG&WA Officers 

2016—2017 

President—Gary Dunn 

Vice President—Fletcher  

  Swanson 

Secretary—George Poole 

Treasurer—Bernie McGovern 

 

Exec. Committee 2015-16 

Mike Colley, Matt Estberg, 

Steve Estberg, Colin Finn (Jr. 

Mem.), Beth Kershaw (Jr. 

Mem), Andy Madsen, A.J. 

Miller, John Rickards, Jim 

Semetti 

Exec. Committee 2016-17 

Tom Anderson, Ben Anderson 

(Jr. Mem.), Gary Dunn, Don 

Finn, David Goodroad, John 

Johnson, Bernie McGovern, 

George Poole,  Liz Rutter, 

Fletcher Swanson, Arlene 

Stewart  

Turn In A 
Poacher Or    

Litterer 

Call W.C.O.     
Bob Bonney  

610-637-6398 

PA Saltwater Angler Registry 
Program 

 The Fish and Boat Code requires that all resident and non-

resident anglers, 16 years of age and older, who target or catch shad, 

striped bass, and river herring (also known as alewife and blueback herring) from the 

Delaware River below Trenton Falls or in the Delaware River Estuary register with the 

Saltwater Angler Registry Program. Anglers who fail to register will be in violation of 

the Fish and Boat Code. There are certain exemptions available. Anglers do not need 

to register if they meet one of the following exceptions: 

 Are under the age of 16. 

 Hold a Highly Migratory Species Angling Permit. 

 Fish commercially under a valid license. 

 Possess a valid registration with the National Saltwater Angler Registry 

administered by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) or from another exempted state. 

 For more information on the Pennsylvania Saltwater Angler Registry Pro-

gram, and to register, go to www.pa-sarp.pa.gov. 

Courtesy of the PA Fish & Boat Commission 

Stocking West Valley Creek 
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Let's Go Camping! 
July 10 - 16, 2016 

 

 If you like the outdoors and learning about the environment through hands-on ex-

periences, Conservation Camp is for you! Spend a week living in the outdoors with camp-

ers your own age - hunting frogs, catching fish, paddling a canoe, enjoying campfires and 

many other activities. Conservation Camp's activity-based program uses the environment 

as an outdoor laboratory to experiment and discover the natural world. 

 The camp, for girls and boys ages 11 to 14, takes place July 10 - 16, 2016 at Para-

dise Farm Camps. The tuition is $250.00 and covers all expenses for a week. For more in-

formation please contact: 

Margaret Van Gilder, Director 

Phone: 610-873-0830 

Cell: 610-209-9410 

email: margaretvg@verizon.net 

Fish For Free Day July 4th, 2016 
 Fish-for-Free Days allow anyone (resident or non-resident) to legally 

fish on Pennsylvania waterways on the designated days with NO FISHING 

LICENSE REQUIRED (Trout/Salmon and Lake Erie permits are also NOT 

required).  All other fishing regulations still apply. 

Courtesy of the PA Fish and Boat Commission 

Nursery Report - Mike Colley 

 During the deluge of rain on March 23rd, we lost 125 Brown trout, 275 Rainbow trout, 15 Golden trout 

and two Brook trout. The cause of the losses is unclear; but could be related to either the excessive high water 

flow depriving the fish of oxygen or their ability to swim against the torrents of water flowing through the pens. 

The losses did not interfere with our ability to provide enough fish for our normal stockings. 

 We stocked 500 fish at the first stocking March 26th, consisting of 200 brook trout, 200 golden trout, and 

100 brown trout. Approximately the same amount of fish were released before the remaining two stockings for 

our Trout Rodeos in April and May. Between the three major stockings, we also float-stocked parts of the stream 

that are not accessible to the stocking tank trailer.  This year, a total of 2,200 trout were stocked. Thank you to all 

our feeders and stockers for their great job this year. 
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Hunter-Trapper Education Course July 16th 

 A Hunter-Trapper Education Course will be held July 16, 2016 at the East Brad-

ford Township Building in West Chester, PA.  

  This is a one day training class.  In order to prepare for your class, you 

must read Chapters 1, 4, 5 and 9 of Today's Hunter & Trapper in PA. These four chapters 

are part of the Hunter-Trapper Education course, but will not be covered at your class. It 

will be your responsibility to study this material before you attend a class. 

 The online version of the manual can be accessed at www.hunter-ed.com/

pennsylvania/handbook. Hard copies of the manual are available at Gordon's Sports 

Supply, 129 Pottstown Pike, Uwchland, PA 19480 or at The Downingtown Bicycle 

Shop, 833 W Lancaster Avenue, Downingtown, Pa 19335.  

 All first-time hunters and trappers, regardless of age, must successfully complete Hunter-Trapper Education 

training before they can buy a Pennsylvania hunting or trapping license. A training certificate, which is recognized 

throughout North America, is awarded when you pass a test at the end of the course.  

 You must be at least 11 years old to enroll in a class. Parents are encouraged to attend with their children. 

The program is designed to produce safe, responsible, knowledgeable and involved participants. 

 The East Bradford Township Building is located at 666 Copeland School Road, West Chester, PA 19380. 

 For more information and to register for the class, go to the PA Game Commission website at 

www.pgc.state.pa.us. 

Fishing Fun at the Rodeos 

http://www.hunter-ed.com/pennsylvania/handbook/book_2.html?page=1
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt?open=514&objID=590352&mode=2
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 Kids in the Wild 
We want to hear about your adventures fishing, hunting and wildlife watching!  So please email your stories and  

pictures to News & Views at wcfgwa@gmail.com and receive an official WCFGWA T-shirt! 

News & Views 

A Most Memorable Fishing Trip - 
by Ben Anderson  

I love fishing anywhere, but one of my most memorable fishing trips was 

a trip I went on this past winter in the Gulf of Mexico in Florida.  We 

fished for Redfish and Amberjack.   

 We arrived at the marina early in the morning to meet our guide 

and board the boat.  We left the marina promptly at 6:30 a.m. and drove a 

mile out into the Gulf.  To begin the morning, we stopped at a small reef 

to net live pilchards for bait.  Once we had both live wells filled with bait-

fish, we searched for birds to indicate feeding Redfish.  We quickly found 

the birds, baited our hooks, and dropped the baits to the bottom.  Within 

minutes, I felt a large Redfish inhale my bait and I set the hook, feeling 

the strength of the fish as I turned the handle of the reel.  I slowly brought 

the fish to the surface, as it fought hard, taking several long runs.  Our 

guide netted the fish and estimated that it was close to thirty pounds.  Af-

ter getting pictures, we revived the fish and released it, unharmed.  We caught close to twenty more Redfish in a 

similar size range, the biggest being forty pounds.   

 Later in the day, the Redfish bite died down, and schools we had seen in the morning began to dissipate.  

We then decided to run another fifteen miles offshore to search for Amberjack.  After a forty-five minute drive, we 

anchored up above a ledge in seventy feet of water.  The guide began to chum pilchards, luring the Amberjacks to 

the surface of the water.  We free-lined our baits back to the schooling fish, watching the line to indicate a bite.  

Soon after I made my cast, a large fish tore off with my bait.  I closed the bail, and set the hook into a very strong 

fish.  The fish took several long runs to the sea floor before I brought it to the side of the boat.  It was a Barracuda 

that was close to sixty inches long.  We quickly let this fish go, not wanting to mess with its sharp teeth.   

 On the next cast, I hooked the biggest fish of the day.  It felt as if I was reeling in a car.  As soon as I began 

to gain line, the fish would run to the bottom, stripping off all the line that I had reeled back onto the spool.  Finally, 

after forty-five minutes, a huge Amberjack came to the surface.  After getting pictures, we returned the fish to the 

Gulf.  We brought in several other fish before calling it a day.  I hope to have many other trips like this in the future.  

 Ben is a Junior  at West Chester East High School. 



West Chester Fish Game & Wildlife Association 

P.O. Box 511 

West Chester, PA 19381-0511 

Upcoming Events 

Executive Committee 

meets the second Monday 
of each month at the East 

Bradford Township Building. 

 

June 8, 2016 

Members Night on the Pond 

June 11, 2016 

Art Colley Bass Rodeo 

July 16, 2016 
Hunter Safety Course 

 

 

Please remember to send 

your email to: 
wcfgwa@gmail.com 

 
 

West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife Association           

Membership Application 

  Date:_______________ 

 

Full Name (Please Print Clearly)                       □ New    □Renewal 

_____________________________________ □ Regular     $25.00 

Address: 

_____________________________________ □ Family       $30.00 

City, State, Zip: 

_____________________________________ □ Junior        $10.00 

Telephone No.: 

_____________________________________ □ Life           $250.00 

E-Mail Address:  

______________________________________ □ Donation  $______        

 

Make your check payable to:  

West Chester Fish, Game & Wildlife Association 

P.O. Box 511 

West Chester, PA 19381-0511 

www.wcfgwa.org 

wcfgwa@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 


